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Greetings,

I am pleased to announce that I have signed the Telephone Gap Integrated Resource Project -
Final Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact. The Telephone Gap project area is
located on the Green Mountain National Forest, Rochester and Middlebury Ranger Districts
within Rutland, Windsor, and Addison Counties, Vermont including the towns of Brandon,
Chittenden, Goshen, Killington, Mendon, Pittsfield, Pittsford, and Stockbridge. The project
proposal includes management activities on National Forest System lands to achieve multiple
resource benefits as provided by direction in the 2006 Green Mountain National Forest Land and
Resource Management Plan.

I have selected Alternative C for implementation after considering the analysis documented in
the Telephone Gap project final environmental assessment, public feedback received during
project development and analysis, and supporting information found in the project record. I have
determined this alternative will best move the forest landscape toward desired resource
conditions within the project area while addressing concerns identified through public
involvement. Alternative C includes management activities to provide resource and public
benefits. These include improved wildlife habitat, restored soils and wetlands, a sustained
network of roads and trails, increased recreation opportunities, and timber harvesting to provide
wood products for the local and regional economy while enhancing forest health and diversity.

My decision is the culmination of over five years of field inventory and resource analysis
conducted by Forest Service staff working closely with organizations, towns, state and federal
agencies, and interested individuals. The variety and breadth of management activities included
in Alternative C reflect the diversity of resources found within the project area. I am confident
we have developed a diverse portfolio of activities to improve the condition of National Forest
System lands while minimizing environmental impacts. Our goal is to ensure our management
activities result in increased public enjoyment and opportunity of the National Forest within the
project area, as well as provide for a healthy, diverse and resilient forest landscape.

We received 100 individual eligible objections to the Telephone Gap project Draft Decision
Notice during the 45-day administrative review objection period ending January 17, 2025.
Objection issues were considered and have been addressed by John Sinclair, Forest Supervisor
for the Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests, and Objection Reviewing Officer for
the Telephone Gap project. His objection response letters document how objection issues were
considered, and includes instructions that have been addressed in the final environmental
assessment and decision notice prior to my approval of Alternative C.

The following Telephone Gap project documents can be reviewed on our website at:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r09/gmfl/projects/60192
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e Final Decision Notice & Finding of No Significant Impact (Final DN/FONSI) provides a
description of Alternative C management activities and the rationale for my decision

e Errata for the Final Environmental Assessment and Appendices dated June 2025
documents the changes made to the Telephone Gap Integrated Resource Project Final
Environmental Assessment and Appendices dated July 2024.

o Final Environmental Assessment with Errata Changes dated June 2025 discloses the
environmental effects reflecting all changes from the errata for the no action alternative
(Alternative A) and action alternatives (Alternatives B, C, and D)

o Final Environmental Assessment Appendices with Errata Changes dated June 2025
(Appendices A to F)

e Appendix G dated July 2024
e Project Maps show the location of approved management activities

e Objection Response Letters address eligible objections received during the 45-day
objection period

These documents are also available for review at the Rochester Ranger Station located in
Rochester, Vermont, and the Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests headquarters in
Mendon, Vermont. A “Story Map” to help you visually understand what activities are included
for each alternative and where they are located can be found online at: Story Map.

If you have questions regarding the Telephone Gap project Final DN/FONSI and supporting
documents, please contact Jay Strand, at USDA Forest Service, 99 Ranger Road, Rochester,
Vermont, 05767 (mail); jay.strand@usda.gov (email); or call Jay directly at 802-767-4261,
x5522 (phone).

Thank you for your continued interest in the Green Mountain National Forest and the Telephone
Gap Integrated Resource Project.

Sincerely,

CHRISTOPHER MATTRICK
District Ranger
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